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As we move into May, we would like to take a moment to thank those who continue to contribute
so much to our school community. In particular, we are very grateful to Mr Stanbridge for his
hard work in developing our quiet and wellbeing space, which is already making a positive
difference for our pupils. We would also like to thank the School Council for the enthusiasm and
creativity they bring to their lunchtime activities, and to the HSA for all their efforts in preparing
for the upcoming Fete.

We are very much looking forward to welcoming everyone on 15th May at 2:30pm for what
promises to be a wonderful afternoon. Finally, we would like to thank all parents in advance for
their continued support during what is always a busy and exciting term.

Mrs Aoife Greaves

Headteacher

Attendance i\,
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]
ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Family Holidays, weddings & trips

While I understand the importance of these occasions, spending time together and making
memories, I would like to remind you that there are 175 days in the year that children are not at
school. Please note that these absences will be recorded as unauthorised. Please complete the
online leave of absence form for planned absences from school.
https://www.hockliffelowerschool.co.uk/school/attendance-absence/

Summer Activities

We are looking forward to the many exciting activities planned for the summer term, which
provide a range of opportunities for our children to learn, explore and enjoy new experiences.
Please note, however, that not every activity will involve all pupils. Some events and opportunities
are specifically organised for individual classes—Rowan, Maple or Willow—so we kindly ask
parents and children to check communications carefully to see which activities apply to them.


https://www.hockliffelowerschool.co.uk/school/attendance-absence/
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REMINDER

HOCKLIFFE LOWER SCHOOL

UMMER
FAIR

Friday 15" of May 2.30-4.30pm
Join us straight after pick up in the playground! We’'ll have an
ice cream van, refreshments, various stalls, pick and mix, and
games.
Donations Needed:
Please drop the following at the office between 11th-14th of

May.
e ddy Bears: Clean and ready for a new home.
Books: Adult and children’s titles.
c-a-brac: Household items, old games, and toys.

¢ Tombola Prizes: Toiletries, wine, or chocolate (the "parent
survival kit").
. Clothing: Fancy dress or outgrown Christmas jumpers.
Children who are not able to be collected at 2.30 or going to
after school club will be supervised by school staff until 3.15.
The side and bridge gates will be locked at 2.25 and opened
again at 3.15.

L g




School Newsletter May 2025

Gifts

All of the staff at Hockliffe are always grateful for the gifts they receive. As a team our main focus
is your children and their learning, wellbeing and happiness. We are very aware of the current
financial burden on families so please don't feel obligated to buy gifts for staff for the end of the
year. If you would like to show your appreciation we would ask that rather than buying gifts for

individuals that you would consider purchasing something from our Amazon Wish List. This
would

make us happy and give us joy. Our Amazon Wish List can be found here.

Fundraising

Some of our parents will be taking on the Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge in order to raise
money for Ocular Melanoma UK. Please click the link for more information.

Yorkshire Three Peaks
Raising money for

@Ocular Melanoma UK«

e 'UNITEDAGAINSTEYECANCER
.;J& :

https://www.justgiving.com/page/sammy-roullier-3?7utm medium=FR&utm source=CL



https://amzn.eu/05j8hAhQ
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sammy-roullier-3?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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Rowan

Over the past few weeks, we have been diving into exciting new topics,
building important skills, and working collaboratively across all areas
of learning. It has been wonderful to see the
children’s enthusiasm and progress, and we are
looking forward to even more exciting activities
ahead!

#* English

The children have been making excellent progress
through our 7 Am a Clever Writer scheme. Their
writing is really beginning to shine, and they
have produced some fantastic “Star Writes"! We
particularly enjoyed creating postcards from
Egypt, and we are now exploring writing linked
to our World War II topic.

B3 Mathematics

In Maths, we have been learning all about fractions, which the children thoroughly enjoyed. We
are now focusing on time and continuing to build confidence. The children have also been
practising their times tables regularly—well done for all their hard work!

< Science
Science has been a real highlight this term! During our unit
on sound, the children explored different pitches and
investigated how sound waves are created using tuning forks,
straments. The epecil v
. y especially : 1
enjoyed learning how sound travels.
We are now loving our Animals
Including Humans topic, and the
egg experiment was a huge success—sparking lots of curiosity and
discussion!

I History E
We have been learning about World War II,

helping the children to understand this

important period in history and its impact on
people’s lives.

. Art
In Art, the children have been developing their
creativity and skills through a range of
engaging, topic-linked activities.
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. Physical Education (PE)
The children greatly enjoyed their gymnastics unit, which ended with a beautiful performance
showcasing their sequences. It was fantastic to see their confidence, coordination, and teamwork.
We are now enjoying Kwik Cricket, and it is already proving to be great fun!

@ Religious Education (RE)

In RE, we have been exploring how we can make the world a better place. The children researched
inspiring figures such as Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. We are now learning about
Judaism and developing our understanding of different beliefs and traditions.

PSHE
In PSHE, we have been discussing how to cope with new or challenging situations and how to
talk to others if we feel worried or stressed. We are now learning about being global citizens,
including understanding global warming and how we can care for our planet.

4 Music
The children have shown great enthusiasm for their ukulele lessons with Miss Thompson. It has
been wonderful to see their excitement and growing confidence in music.

& Forest School
During Forest School, the children have enjoyed learning outdoors, developing resilience,
teamwork, and an appreciation for nature.

We are incredibly proud of everything the children have achieved so far this year. Their
enthusiasm, curiosity, and kindness shine through in all they do.

Thank you for your continued support!

Maple

Teaching Talons Visit

We were very excited to
be visited by Teaching
Talons on 24" March.
They taught us lots about
all the different animals
they brought including a
tortoise, a baby

. y hedgehog, a bearded i o
~ o/ dragon, Chip the dog who dld some harrg
potter magic and an owl that flew around the hall! Some of our favourite
parts were:

e When the owl was flying right above my head!

e When the dog got frozen by the magic spell pertrificus totalus!

e I was surprised when the owl went over the hall!
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e When we watched the bearded dragon eat some wriggly
insects.

o I liked the hedgehog's spikes and nose.

Orienteering - Electronic Timing Day

We took part in an orienteering electronic timing day. We were given electronic rings to wear and
had to run to different control points around the school with them and touch them on our ring.
Then we went back to the starting table to register our times. There were 18 control points. First,
we just had to find them all. For round 2 we had to find them in order. In round 3 we had to find
them in reverse order. If anyone reached round 4 they had to find them in an odd and even
pattern. It was a challenge to find them all, but it was great fun!

Fire Service Visit

We were visited by the fire service on Wednesday 15™ April. They H«%w
taught us all about fire safety. If there is a fire you must get out, | = & /] e :
stay out and call 999. They also told us the rule about fire that if it :‘ w :
goes on you then you need to stop drop and roll to put it out. They b
also reminded us to help check all our smoke alarms at home are

tested regularly!

e Next, they showed us all the special A ‘ .
E equipment they wear and how it helps them including their helmet
with visor and torch, their special clothes with gloves and kneepads
and their radio for communication. Brandon even had a race with
one of the fire fighters getting all dressed up in firefighter equipment
and he won!

Finally, they showed us their fire engine
and let us use the hoses. They were so
powerful. Some of us sprayed across the
playground and some of us sprayed up a
tree. It was brilliant!




Computing

searching for maths games independently using either
google chrome or QR codes using the Chromebook cameras.

Street Dance Workshop

Last week we had another dance
workshop at school! This time we did
street dance. We practised different
parts of a routine before putting it all
together. It was a mixture between
moves we were all taught together
and some we added ourselves. At the
end we split into two groups and
performed our dances to each other.

It was great fun!!
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This term we have been learning computing skills using a website
called j2code. We controlled a spaceship visiting different planets. We
started on simple where the spaceship moved when we gave in an
instruction. Then we tried on advanced mode where the spaceship
only moved when we pressed —_— ‘

go so we had to think ahead
with our instructions to work
out where the spaceship would
end up. We have also been
practising logging on and
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Willow

We started the New Year by looking at a beautiful book called You're Snug With Me by Chitra
Soundar and Poonam Mistry. It is about a mother polar bear giving birth to her cubs buried deep
beneath the snow in her den. The story is about the wonder of the polar lands and the cubs’ first
experience of spring after a long winter in their den. The illustrations combine traditional
patterns from India with the cold harsh Arctic winter and the warmth of the coming spring.

Inspired by the cubs’ first view of their world outside the den we made landscape paintings using
a similar colour palette as the artist.

The story was a starting point to our learning about cold places and to explore the freezing and
melting of water and ice.

We have had lots of fun doing our literacy in ‘Drawing Club’. We listen to a story, draw a picture
of a character and the story setting. We then make up an adventure based on the story. We then
have to write a word code and a Maths code for the adventure to work.

We have thought about journeys and how maps are used to show
different features and places. We read a story about a ride on a
steam train and thought about how trains today are powered. We
used our big resources outside to set up a train, and we had a ticket
office in the classroom that we used for role-play.

We have looked at different kinds of vehicles and made models of
some of them. We linked this to our learning about forces. We have
explored magnets and ramps and understand that the force of
gravity pulls things down to the Earth.

In RE we found out about Lunar New Year, learning about
~ the story behind the animals for each year, and how lunar

owl to another and made paper lanterns. We also
eenjoyed learning a Chinese dance.

hy Easter is celebrated in the Christian faith and how Eid
‘is celebrated by Muslims.
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In PE we have used some of the classical music from BBC Ten Pieces to inspire our dance moves,
and in Music we have been learning to sing at the correct pitch and using some actions and signs
to communicate the meaning of the songs.

We have learnt about the life cycles of chickens, frogs
and plants and that spring is a time of new life and new
growth.

We have learnt about Farm animals and their young
and some of the jobs that farmers do so that we have
food to eat.

We looked carefully at daffodils and made observational
paintings of them.

On 24th of March Teaching
alons came to visit us. We met
an owl, a bearded dragon, a tortoise, a tenrec, 2 guineapigs and the star
of the show was a little dog that did an amazing impersonation of a
eerkat!
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AND...we have had lots of fun playing and learning together!

Self Esteem and Resilience

Why Self-Esteem Matters

Children who feel good about themselves have the confidence to try new things. They are more
likely to try their best. They feel proud of what they can do.

Self-esteem helps children cope with mistakes. It helps children try again, even if they fail at first.
As a result, self-esteem helps kids do better at school, at home, and with friends.

Children with low self-esteem feel unsure of themselves. If they think others won't accept them,
they may not join in. They may let others treat them poorly. They may have a hard time
standing up for themselves. They may give up easily or not try at all. Children with low self-
esteem find it hard to cope when they make a mistake, lose, or fail. As a result, they may not do
as well as they could.

How Parents Can Build Self-Esteem

Every child is different. Self-esteem may come easier to some than others. But even if a child's
self-esteem is low, it can be raised.

Here are things parents can do to help children feel good about themselves:

Help your child learn to do things.

When teaching kids how to do things, show and help them at first.

Praise your child, but don't overpraise. Praise effort, progress and attitude
Be a good role model.

Ban harsh criticism.

Focus on strengths.
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Nurse Drop in Hockliffe

The School Nursing Team will be at Hockliffe on 1st June before school pick up. If you would like
an appointment to speak to them about any worries or queries you have in relation to your child
please let Mrs Greaves know, and she can book you in.

Easyfundraising for Hockliffe Lower School

Share your monthly update!

Last month's update for £8.08
Hockliffe Lower School - 2
Donations raised
Join today and help raise free 0
donations when you shop online! New supporters
Sign up now! 7

shops completed

i easyfundraising You shop, Brands donate.

Thank you to everyone supporting Hockliffe Lower School
on #easyfundraising — they've had a great month! e you
haven’t already, sign up today and start raising free
donations whenever you shop online with over 8,000
retailers. The best part? It won’t cost you a penny extra! (-
Make every purchase count — sign up now and support

them for free:

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/hockliffe-lower-
school/6jues9/c2s/UZLGDpHZ/CE989/sharetray/8.08%7C0%7C7

Sunscreen Reminders

Sunscreen should be applied in the morning before school and preferably be the long lasting 8-
hour type (I don't advocate any brand but there are lots available e.g. Boots Soltan, P20,
Ultrasun)

Sunscreen can be reapplied by children at break and lunchtime (lunchtime covers the outside PE
time in the afternoon)

Sunscreen to be reapplied out of the school building in the shade (less risk of reactions by other
children)

Sunscreen is not to be shared

Sunscreen bottles need to be labelled with child's name

Sunscreen should preferably be in a roll-on format

No spray sunscreen allowed

Preferably sunscreen should be hypoallergenic and fragrance free

Sunscreen should be checked by parents and should be nut / nut product free

Children should wear hats of sunny days, preferably be wide brimmed (legionnaire style)


https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/hockliffe-lower-school/6jues9/c2s/UZLGDpHZ/CE989/sharetray/8.08%7C0%7C7
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/hockliffe-lower-school/6jues9/c2s/UZLGDpHZ/CE989/sharetray/8.08%7C0%7C7
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Workshop for parents/carers:

Information leaflet

Children centres provide a friendly service to families with children ages 0-12 years

The workshop is suitable for SR Yo
parents/carers of children aged 0-12 feeling? ).
with emerging needs, on the pathway

Al t to el
to assessment, have a diagnosed o i

"

condition and/or identified special e Really upset
educational need.
e Frustrated
The workshop will cover: e Pretty Good
Brain development e

Self-regulation and co-regulation
Visual aids
Strategies to support behaviours that are
difficult or dangerous

B PIKTOCHART

Please follow the relevant link to book:
FACE TO FACE Wednesday 20" May 2026 at Leighton Buzzard Children’s Centre (LU7 1EW):

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/0b9a43e7-2a38-410f-8fdc-a8¢c8940c6d20@21d8alee-0787-
4374-b259-4e87058aff15

FACE TO FACE Friday 12t June 2026 at EYSEND Hub, The Annex, Oakwood Avenue, Dunstable (LU5 4AS):
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/8f976751-f526-4772-9c7b-8af5a650f378@21d8alee-0787-

4374-b259-4e87058aff15

ONLINE Thursday 7" May: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/50e50025-99a3-45bf-99ae-
48ba2e42c47b@21d8alee-0787-4374-b259-4e87058aff15 -

Links to book

Link to book Wednesday 20th May 2026

Link to book Friday 12th June 2026


https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/370770193724854A96F1C96B9F2C8B873F056599A4A213FDAC0932D543A50CB0/3293B26D7003F078DA3769EDA8B7848E/LE35
https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/CDA3EA179D39AF0FB8B7D6C59977FC79F01DDF6262E4AF66598B16EE68FB1D80/3293B26D7003F078DA3769EDA8B7848E/LE35
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Understanding and exploring ‘masking behaviours’ of children who
are Neurodiverse (Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities)

The workshop is suitable for parents/carers of children aged 0-12 years old with
emerging needs, on the pathway to assessment, have a diagnosed condition
and/or identified special educational need.

The workshop will cover:
Neurodiversity
How children may present when they are ‘masking’
Strengths and challenges
Strategies to help children to manage ‘masking’
(At home and possible reasonable adjustments for school)
Signposting to other services, resources and further reading

This workshop is aimed at a specific group of children and young people. It will not be relevant for all children and
young people with a neurodiversity. Please see some definitions of masking on page 3. Parent/carers will need to
make the judgement if this workshop may be useful.

Please follow the relevant link to book your place:
Monday 8" June 2026 IN PERSON, EYSEND Hub, The Annex, Oakwood Avenue, Dunstable (LU5 4AS):

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/1232b716-3fd2-4db2-93eb-46a509af747b@21d8alee-0787-4374-
b259-4e87058aff15

Thursday 14t May ONLINE: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/693d3368-667c-4880-8611-
57e53c3d42bc@21d8alee-0787-4374-b259-4e87058aff15

Links to book

Link to book Monday 8th June 2026

Link to book Thursday 14th May 2026


https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/E68F7B70C6C8303F801340E59C70D23FD54D7DA6D85C7FBAC8739A4B1E107624/3293B26D7003F078DA3769EDA8B7848E/LE35
https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/53455E1BFD3959AFE5A4358D116F58B31041A1F8BA06B86EC88C3F22831A8A65/3293B26D7003F078DA3769EDA8B7848E/LE35
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PLEASE

We do have members of our community
who are highly allergic to nuts. Please
do not send your child to school with
nuts or nut products. This includes

Nutella and other spreads containing
nuts.

NO PEANUTS

OR

NUT PRODUCTS

BUCKLE UP BUTTERCUP!

e Wearing a seat belt reduces the risk of
death by 50%

¢ 4 unbelted young people were
killed/seriously injured every week in 2022

* 41% of people who dies in a vehicle
collision at night could have been saved if
their seat belts were fastened

e 40% of back seat passengers killed in
collisions were not wearing a seat belt

e Children under 12 years olds MUST be in a
car seat or booster seat unless they are
over 135cms tall

e If a car travelling a 30mph stops
suddenly, everyone and everything in the
vehicle will continue to move at 30mph
until something stops them. At a force of
2-3 tonne! Make sure its the seat belt that

stops you!!! )))))

The driver is responsible for all passengers under 14 year old and Bedfordshire Road Safety Partnership
can receive an on the spot fine of at least £100. Passengers over 14 Working together to reduce road casualties
years old are responsible for themselves and can receive the same
fine.

of people who have
died in car accidents

could have been saved
if their seat belts were
fastened
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OCK AND

IGNITE THEIR INNER SPARK!

¥ Children learn to play an instrument in their very own band.
Fun and inclusive in-school band lessons. Ne music theory involved.
¥ Follow their musical journey in your Backstage account.
mm Exom-free, Ofqual-regulated Trinity music gualification
[ Instruments provided and no experience necessary.

rocksteadymusicschool.com

0330 113 0330 iHon-Thers Som-Bpm, Fri Bam-Gpm., focal rote)
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OALLINEG ALHL & = gt

AllStars and Dynamos Cricket is back at
Leighton Buzzard Town Cricket Club!

For information on the 2026 AllStars and
Dynamos programme, and to sign up
please visit
www.lbtcc.co.uk/allstars-and-dynamos



Aepaned Ty Nt JTCUN

Calendar
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Vit

Find the teddies

solve the puzzle

and support your
local hospice

=Y Hospice

Viller Loke

MILTON REYNES

May

14t Enterprise Day children only £1
needed in change e.g. 10 x 10p or 6 x 10p
+ 2 x 20p (avoid £1 coin) Each class will
devise some games / activities. The
children will have the opportunity to try
each other’s game / activity. Within the
school day.

18th-22nd Walk/Cycle/Scoot to school
week

22"¢ HSA Non-Uniform

1t Vesak

4t — 10* Deaf Awareness Week

9t Fair trade Day

11t — 17*" Mental Health Awareness
Day

15t International Day of Families
18th — 22" — Walk to School Week
21t World Day for Cultural Diversity
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22" Break up for half term

June

1t SEND parent meetings week

1st Nurse Drop in

8™ Sports Day parents / grandparents
invited from 1.30 - 3.00

9th Girls Active Rowan PE kit am
9th Boys 2 Move Rowan PE kit am
10" Cluster Sports KS1 (Brooklands)
approx. 4.30 pick-up TBC

16" Girls Active Rowan PE kit am
16" Boys 2 Move Rowan PE kit am
18t HSA Carer’s Event (time to be
confirmed)

23 Girls Active Rowan PE kit am
23 Boys 2 Move Rowan PE kit am
30t Girls Active Rowan PE kit am
30t Boys 2 Move Rowan PE kit am

Pride Month

5t World Environment Day
14t — 20" World Refugee Week
21t World Music Day

July

1% Year 4 Transfer Day (TBC)

2" Year 4 Transfer Day (TBC)

2" Internal Move Up Day

3rd Ukulele Concert Year 3&4 parents are
invited 1.15 - 2.00

7" Girls Active Rowan PE kit am

7" Boys 2 Move Rowan PE kit am

9th Parent teacher report meeting (only if
required to discuss report) 3.15 - 5

10" Rowan Activity Day during the
school day

15t Rowan End of year graduation
celebration for yr 4 parents all Rowan
invited 2.30 - 3.10 (subject to change)
16" HSA Disco 2.15 - 4.00 all children
invited, price to be confirmed. Children
can bring in clothes to change into at
lunchtime.

17* Last day of term Early Close 1pm

30t International Day of Friendship

September 2026




HSA

Bank Details
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Sort Code: 40 33 33

Reference:

Account Name: Hockliffe School Association

Account number: 72738481

PUPIL

Note: please do not pay for events until asked to do so by the HSA

NAME

The 2025/2026 calendar of events

EVENT

DATE

COST

School Fair

Friday 15th May 2.30 -
4.30

No cost to attend but there will
be a charge for the different
activities

Raffle - buy tickets on the day

HSA non-uniform day

Friday 22" May

Included in annual fee

HSA Carer’s Event

Thursday 18"  June

8.30-9.00am

£5 per child (one adult - mum,
dad,
grandad per child)

aunt, uncle, gran,

Raffle - buy tickets on the day

HSA End of year Disco

Thursday 16™ July 2.15 -
4.00pm

£5 per child

Children to bring clothes to
change into at school

Frozen Fridays

Dates to be confirmed

Parents will be notified the
week this is happening as it is
weather dependent




